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THIS  DOCUMENT  CONTAINS  INFORMATION  AFFECTING  THE  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES  WITHIN  THE  MEANING  OF  THE  ESPIONAGE  LAWS,  TITLE  18, 
U.S.C.,  SECTIONS  793  AND  794.  THE  TRANSMISSION  OR  THE  REVELATION  OF 
ITS  CONTENTS  IN  ANY  MANNER  TO  AN  UNAUTHORIZED  PERSON  IS  PROHIBITED  BY 
LAW. 


NOTICE:  When  government  or  other  drawings,  specifications  or  other 
data  are  used  for  any  purpose  other  than  in  connection  with  a  defi¬ 
nitely  related  government  procurement  operation,  the  U.S.  Government 
thereby  incurs  no  responsibility,  nor  any  obligation  whatsoever;  and 
the  tact  that  the  Government  may  have  formulated,  furnished,  or  in  any 
way  supplied  the  said  drawings,  specifications,  or  other  data  is  not 
to  be  regarded  by  implication  or  otherwise  as  in  any  manner  licensing 
the  holder  or  any  other  person  or  corporation,  or  conveying  any  rights 
or  permission  to  manufacture,  use  o,r  sell  any  patented  invention  that 
may  in  any  way  be  related  thereto. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
headquarters,  united  states  army  Vietnam 

APO  SAN  FRANCISCO  B6375 
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:;,rr,n  T ;  Senior  Officer  Debrieflnf,  I'cport, 


nS0.i3tar.t  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development 
r'ep.Trtnonfc  of  the  Army 
V,'ashinrtcn ,  D.  G,  20310 


1.  Attached  are  three  copies  of  the  Senior  Officer  Debricfiny,  i.cpnrt 
prepared  by  Colonel  David  L.  Jones,  Gommandini^  Officer,  l&Sth  Artillery 
Group. 

2.  The  extensive  cxr'' -ience  of  the  108th  Artiller;'  Group,  durin.y  the 
period  of  Colonel  Jones '  command,  in  counterbattery  operations,  end 

in  emplo.^-mer.t  of  sound,  flash  and  radar,  and  his  application  of  co:r,;..:j;d 
techniques  to  leadership  problems  peculiar  to  the  Vietnam  envirorjr.c.nt, 
qualify  him  to  speak  ?■“  the  Field  Artillery  School  and  at  the  Junior 
Course,  Marine  Corps  Schools. 


LoJ  FOR  THE  COM’IANDER; 
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Oi-'FICrlil  Qi-7VdIErIKG  REPORT* 


Cotintry;  Republic  of 
Ro-^rtirs  Officer 


c  of  Jtlc^nam 
:  COlj^vid  L. 


-  - 


Jones 


Duty  Aor-ii^Yicnt;  Co.Tnandir.g  Offiwr^^l^Sth  Artillary  Group^ 

Inclusive  Dates s  fe  October  1967  to  3  Septanber  1368 ^  ^ 

Date  of  Report;  3  Sepliohwr  1968 
!•  (U)  General. 

a.  This  report  is  submitted  in  ooraplianco  »£ith  AR  1-26  and  UoARV  Regu¬ 
lation  1-3  • 


b.  Since  the  108th  Artillery  Group  has  not  been  directly  involved  in 
such  matters  as  causative  factors  of  insurgency  and  local  gover.i.icat  sta¬ 
bility  actions,  but  rather  has  been  totally  engaged  in  cccibat  operations 
against  North  Vietnamese  Ar>ny  forces  aloi^  the  DHuilitail  zed  Zone  (D;1Z;, 
the  format  prescribed  in  AR  1-26  is  inappropriate,  I  have  therefore  modi¬ 
fied  it  to  accommodate  the  group's  operational  situation. 

2,  (U)  Ehvironraent, 


a.  Throxighout  the  period,  the  group  was  deployed  in  the  northern  I 
Corps  Tactical  a»n9,  >dth  its  principal  elements  in  positions  along  the 
southern  edge  of  the  DMZ.  The  eastern  portion  of  this  sector  consists  of 
relatively  flat  and  sandy  coastal  plains;  these  give  way  toward  the  west  to 
high,  densely  forested  hills, 

b.  Weather  in  the  area  la  typical  of  that  prevailing  throughout  the 
northern  portion  of  the  Republic  of  Vietnam.  Visibility  is  generally  good 
except  during  the  period  of  the  northeast  monsoon  (October  to  March). 


c.  The  most  significant  environmental  peculiarity  of  the  area  is  the 
existence  of  the  adjacent  sanctuary  represented  by  North  Vietnam,  in  whicii 
the  eneny  is  immune  from  ground  attack, 

3.  (U)  Qiaray  forces. 

a.  The  enemy  forces  facing  the  group  were  almost  entirely  regular  North 
Vietnamese  Army  units,  occasii  nally  augmented  in  the  southern  portion:;  of 
the  sector  by  Viet  Cong  elements.  They  wore  well  armed  and  well  equipped, 
but  generally  had  received  only  a  minimum  of  training 'before  being  comoitocd 
to  combat* 
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b*  Prw.  the  jxruup's  3t,-indpoint,  the  n-j.-jt  3ii^p..i.nc.ant.  c 

enwjy’s  cap-ibUlty  i«i3  hla  coaslilsi'ablo  cannon  artillery  ferco  dopJ 
in  and  north  of  tho  DIlZ.  This  artillery  threat  in  not  found  to  ri; 
preciablc  oxtonU  elu  where  in  the  Hf public  of  Vii^tnan. 
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c.  The  cneiTiy  forcori  woee  habittioH./  rngac®^  in  direct,  wtij]  '  •. m  '.i- 
filtralion  throui^h  the  UMZ  Into  northern  QuanQ  Tri  province  a;id  into  ti.o 
A  Shan  Valley  in  Thxia  ITiien  province.  For  all  practical  purporo.-,,  tl.cy 
were  th'ire.arter  engaged  in  conventional  military  operationc  invol/irig  :  qu-.d 
to  regimental  alze  actions. 

4.  (C)  U.S.  Military  Forces, 

a«  During  the  firct  half  of  the  reporting  period,  the  108th  ArtiHe.y 
Group  was  assigned  to  Headquarters,  USAilV.  Operational  control  wan  e/'.er- 
cised  hy  III  Marine  ^'3phibious  Force,  v/hich  in  turn  passed  operational  con¬ 
trol  of  the  bulk  of  the  group's  units  to  the  3d  Marine  Division  and  its 
artillery  regiment  (the  12th  Karines).  Uix>n  the  forr.'.ation  of  Provisicr.al 
Corps  Vietnam,  the  group  was  assigned  to  that  heccquiirters,  wtiich  fu2*ther 
assigned  it  to  Headquarters,  Provisional  Corps  Artillery  Vietnam.  This  v,as 
later  redesignated  Headquarters  XXIV  U.S.  Corps  Artillery. 

b.  ihe  group's  mission  during  the  ^rst  half  of  th.e  reporting  period 
vas  general  support  of  the  3d  Miirine  Division,  reinforcing  the  fires  of  tl.e 
12th  Marines,  U].>on  the  formation  of  Provisional  Corps  Vietnam,  the  group's 
mission  became  general  support  of  the  corps,  roijoforctng  the  fires  of  the 
12th  Marinee,  1st  Cavalry  Division  Artillery  and  101st  iSjLr  Cavalry  Division 
/irtilleiy.  The  group's  principal  function  within  its  general  su.-,  ort  mis¬ 
sion  was  the  operation  of  the  corps  artilleiy  counterbattery  program  aiorig 
the  'OllZt  In  support  of  this  program,  the  .bulk  of  the  group's  heavy  artil¬ 
lery  and  target  acquisition  assets  were  concentrated  along  the  southern  edge 
of  the  DMZ. 

\ 

c.  The  group's  direct  contact  with  the  enemy  consisted  primarily  of  the 
following: 

(1)  Attack  of  eneny  forces  of  up  to  battalion  size  with  JLght  and 
heavy  artillery  fire, 

(2)  Attack  of  enemy  artillery,  antiaircraft  and  automatic  weapons 
positions  with  heavy  artillery  fire, 

(3)  Support  of  friendly  convoys,  minesweep  teams,  defensive  perime¬ 
ters  and  groiand  combat  operations  with  automatic  weapons. 

d.  The  only  AHTN  force  in  the  group's  area  of  operations  was  the  Ist 
Infantry  Division,  Its  2d  Regiment  operated  in  an  areh  along  the  eastern 
portion  of  the  DMZ,  The  group  maintained  liaison  with  this  regiment  through¬ 
out  the  reporting  period.  Considerable  intelligence  infon&ation  concerning 
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the  rn-  y  was  obtained  throuf;}i  Lhio  link.  In  addition,  w.-.  of  ti. ;  ■.  ' 

Xiiiht  artillery  batteries  vos  conblttucw&ly  in  susport  or  that  AhVt  r  l-;. 

the  rirat  half  of  the  rcporltnii  }orlOd,  thii.  h  h  .VI'.  .1  ;  - 

oion  direct  support  of  that  rccirAorit j  v.hon  tho  .;.t  r-  s’L.'.,'.  mt,:.  o  .. 

direct  surport  AUVii  artiUory  battalion,  the  battcr/'o  riirnion  z..;  cf 

rcL'iforcin,'*,  that  battalion.  The  U.S*  battery  naintatned  liaicen  vrltli  t  i- 
Ar.Vii’  battalion,  and  assisted  it  with  trainin'^,  survey  control,  notcorolc  V c:.l 
data,  and  recintration  oupport.  The  ARVIJ  battalion  was  competent,  and  rela¬ 
tions  between  its  personnel  and  those  of  the  group  were  cordial. 

e.  Aside  fran  this  association  and  the  frequent  fire  sup:»rt|  by  both 
ajnbiUcry  and  automatic  weapons,  given  ARVH  elements  during  their  fround  com¬ 
bat  operations,  tho  group  had  little  direct  association  with  forces. 

f.  The  group  and  its  subordinate  unite  engaged  in  the  usual  civic  action 
programs  common  to  Vietnam.  Theso  included  extensive  IIKDC/J’  activities  in 
surrounding  villages,  assistance  in  tho  construction  of  community  buildings, 
sponsorship  of  a  local  orphanage  and,  tov^rd  tho  close  of  the  reporting  pe¬ 
riod,  refurbishing  and  returning  to  operation  a  civilian  hospital  at  bong  iia. 

g.  The  policy  of  the  Conrianding  General,  3d  Marino  Division  not  to  allow 
local  nationals  on  combat  bases  within  the  division  sector  and  to  place  all 
civilian  communities  off  limits  to  military  personnel  virtually  eliminated 
problems  of  civlltailitary  relations  and  local  national  hire  within  the  group. 

h.  The  group  was  not  involved  in  any  third  comtry  support  of  the  local 
goverment . 

5.  (U)  Suamary.  Througlaout  its  operations  in  the  Republic  of  Vietnam,  the 

group's  activities  more  nearly  resembled  those  of  conventional  tihiLxn 

those  of  an  insurgency  of  the  type  contemplated  by  AR  1-26.  Consideration 
should  be  given  to  msdlfylitg  the  regxilation  to  li^t  its  scope  to  key  person¬ 
nel  actually  involved  in  Insutgenqr  M  oppoeed  to  combat  operations  of  a  vir¬ 
tually  conventional  nature. 


DAVID  L,^JCaJES 
Colonel,  Artillery 
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Senior  Officer  Debriefing  Report:  COL  David  L.  CG,  lOSth  Artillery  Group 

4  Ot»cm>*Tivr  NOTFs  (Type  at  tapdrt  aad  inilu^ive  dataa) 

Sr.  Officer  Debriefing  ^cpt  of  CG.  I08th  Artv  t-o  3  Sop  6B. _ 

%  Au  THORiSt  middle  intiial,  laet  nadir) 

COL  David  L.  Jones 
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